his three young leads, and he oa [ 

__in staging the film’s many spooky se 

_ pieces. Though the film was created 

- arelatively low budget ($6 million tl 1 
effects work is always excellent. Rathe 
than spend a lot of time and mone 

_ stop-motion animation, effects ¢0-0 

i nator Randy Cook opted to use sh 


in actors dressed in costumes and th n 


7 — them against forced 2rspec 


The forced perspectives i 
oo Gate work brilliantly, allowing for 


2 interaction between the actors and th 
ve “tiny” demonic minions. In fact | 
since Disney’ s Darby O’GiII And 


Little People has this trick been us 


well and so extensively. The com 


: 3 tion of clever effects work and nest 


: ; oo Ss imagination, because 7 


. became a surprise box office 
to tz be _— States, and a video smash ov é 
can p aw when released by Medusa. 


It was inevitable that a Gai 
_ - would follow, and indeed it did, : 


nc = - years later. At the start of the se el 
eral young Terry (Louis Tripp) is goit 
through a bad time. His alcoholic f 
io lost his job as a pilot, and Terry him- 
e self is a Grade A geek with few friends; 


as for the opposite sex, well things ar 
. truly dismal in the teen romance de 


, dismisses the story that some local kid 


- opened up the gate of hell in their bac 


- yard as utter nonsense; Terry, of co se 
_knowsbetter, | 
With the help of a comets 


: a Beek of spells tory eee pe 


tough John | James Villemaire) . 
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